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OSEPHUS DANIELS always
Wwas an optimist about navy
affairs while he was Secretary

of the Navy from 1813 to 1921, and
now that he has told what the nayy
did during the world war he demon-
strates in his narrative that he is a
good sport. For in spite of the many
and bitter attacks that were made on
him in that troubled time he does|
not make a single reference to any l
of them, nor does he wreak any
such revenge as he might have done
through this medium. In this respect
it may be said that truly does he
live up to the description of his char-
acter set down in the pages of Rear
Admiral Bradley A. Fiske's autobjog-
raphy, namely, that “Secretary Dan-
iels impressed me as being a Chris-
tian gentleman.”

In its general outlines ahd in many
of its details there is little in Mr.

Daniels’s story that has not been
told before in volumes devoted to

Navy's war operations, For exani-
ple, his chapter on the extraordinary |
task of laying the great mine ﬁeids.
known as the North Sea barrage,
from Norway to the Orkneys, js
much more fully described in the ac-
count written by Capt, Reginald R.
Belknap; the story of “S8ending Sims
to Europe” is also more extensively
presented in that officer's book, “The
Victory at Sea,” and the same quali-
fication can be applied to the chapter
on the fighting of the marines in
Belleau Wood and elsewhere, and the
work of our destroyers and subma-
rines in European waters.

But Mr. Daniels's history has one
great merit that these other books
Mck. This i that it tells in its 374
pages the complete story of the work
of the navy in the world war, giving
s0 many details and so much precise
information about officers and their
commands, ships of all classes and
Just what they did, the valuable con-
tributions made to the winning of
the war by civilians, that it makes a
special place for itself, a very special
place, in any library or shelf devoted
to war books.

“What was the greatest thing
America did in the world war?" is
a question Mr. Daniels says he has
often been asked, “and it s easily
answered. Tt.was the raising and
training of an army of 4,000,000 men,
a navy of over 600,000 and the sa’e
transportation of over two million
troops to Europe. And all this was
accomplished in eighteen months"
War began for the navy five minutnsl
after President Wilson signed tho|
war resolution passed by Congress
on April 6, 1917, when the navy radio
operators flashed that news to every
ship and station in the service. The
far distant vessels on the Asiatic
station knew it before the “extras”
were on the street, and the fleet was
mobilized that same afternoon in ac-
cordance with ghe plan of the pre-
ceding March 21, Admiral Henry T. |
Mayo afterward said he did not have
to “give a single order of any kind or
description to pass the fleet from a
peace to a war basis." Complete in-
structions and plans, brought up 10

date, had been issued two weeks |
previous and mobilization was com- |
pleted without an hour’s delay,

To the general public the place
where the fleet was mobilized was a
profound mystery, although we have |

long known now thet it was in the
York River. Once before, in February,
1917, the fleet had been moved to a |
gecrat base in Cuba ns a protection
against possible attack while con-
ducting the annual maneuvers that
were begun al Guantanamo, i Secret
that was kept as faithfully as that
of the base in York River. To many
of the officers and men then began

Subtility, but Mr
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that long stress of untiring labor
3.000 miles away from any possibil-
ity of actioif that they longed for,
and which was denied them, first by
the demands of training service at
home and again by that major strat-
egy which forbade the allied navys'
attacking the Germans
at home. On this point

E

vered in his admiration for Woodrow
Wilson, a trait that he reveals to the

full in his chapter on “President
Wilson as a Strategist.” He opens
this chapter by writing: *The world

knows President Wilson as a scholar,
teahcer and historian; as executive

NAVY IN WAR

and his personal interest and influ-
enee had a marked effect on the con-
duct of the war." And again he says:
“Long before we entered the war,
when the allied navies seemed Im-
potent before the onslaughts of the
submarines, President Wilson pointed
to the vigorous policies
which later proved so

Mr. Daniels says:

Whatever may be
said of the wisdom
of the ancient pru-
dent doctrine of a
“fleet in being,” I
shall always believe
that if, at the oppor-
tune time, such
fighting sailors as
Beatty and Carpen-
ter, Mayo and Rod-
man and Wilson
could have joined in
4 comblned assault
they would have
found a way or made
one to gink the Ger-
man fleet, in spite of
Heligoland and all
the frowning Ger-
man guns,

The “I told you so'
note is notable by its
absence, however, Stu-
dents of naval affairs
will recall that Mr,
Danliels was one of the
earlicst advocates of
disa.rmn.menl.ha\'iﬂs
recommended this
course in his first an-
nual report in 1913,
Yet he merely refers to
that fact in its proper
historical sequen ce,
while describing “Build-
ing a Thousand Ships,"
and notes that the Con-
ference for the Limita-
tion of Armament was
going on In Washing-
ton while he was writ-
ing that particular sec-
tion of his book. In
view of the abuse
poured out on him at
the time, this restraint
from gloating is par-
ticularly praiseworthy.
This element in the
book does not appear
o be an attempt at

Daniels's shrewdness is
perfectly apparent in
his frequent quotations
from Admiral Sims's

su ¢ cessful.  ‘Daniels,
why don’t the British
convoy their merchant
ships and thus proteet
them from the subma-
rines?” he asked me
carly in the war. As
sinkings increased he
pointed out that their
practice of sailing ships
had proved a failure,
and asked. ‘Why now,
with their distressing
experiences, do they
hesitate about adopting
the convoy system? "

He also quotes Wil-
son's personal message
to Sims asking for such
advice from Bims “as
you would give if you
were handling the sit-
uation yourself, and if
You were running a
navy of your own,” in
which he said that the
British Admiralty was
“helpless to the point
of panie,” and in which
Wilson expressed the
opinjion that it was no
“time for prudence,” a
point he subseguently
developed more fully in
: his address to the offi-
cers of the fleel on Au-
gust 11, 1917, And
here is another novel
glimpse of Wilson at
that time and in this
connection:

“When we were
tran s porting soldiers
through the infested
zones he was anxious,
intensely interested,
und read every cable-
g?um concerning the
troopships. When he
did not come in person
on cruclal days there
would come from the
White House fregquent
memoranda written by
himself on his
typewriter asking for
some  information or
making an illuminating
suggestion, signed ‘W.

book and also from A W.! Those "W. W.
many of that officer's -~ notes never had
p " . 4 ¢ n
Skt mesmapew (out of Josephus Daniels, former Secretary of the Al s

one of which he turns
a compliment to Sims)
and the quotation of a

United States Navy.

they showed the
same clearness and
vision which John Hay

slowing attribute to

the navy paid by Senator Lodge in a
formal speech in the Senate on June |
6, 1918. In the light of the subse-

quent trouble caused Daniels by

Lodge and Sims, this is a particularly

neat revenge.

Josephus Daniels has never wa-

and statesman. But
know him, as we did, as a master of
military strategy. His grasp of the

whole situation, his clear conception |

of army and navy policles and oper-
ations, his rare judgment,

| who employs more naval terms"
were |
demonstrated in important decisions !

tells us Lincoln had

it does not|when he would go over to see Stan-

ton or Gideon Welles in the dark
days of the eivil war" Daniels also
says that “1 do not know a civilian
than
Wilson does in talking, a note that
may be as surprising as it was to
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little |

read in David Bispham's autobiog=
raphy that the former President had
a good tenor voice,

The former Secretary of the Nawvy
has exercised admirable judgment in
the high lights he picks out of the
manifold activities of the navy to il-
lustrate the resourcefulness and the
heroism of tHe officers and men,
These are strung like brilliants dlong
the chain of his narrative, from the
tales of the airmen in France, the
crews of the destroyers and subma-
rines, the repairing of the interned
ships that the Germans tMought they
had put out of actién for the duri-
tion of the war, the work of the
submarine chasers, the gallantry ef
the gun crews on merchantmen.
None of these tales are new, but they
deserve a place in any history of our
navy in the world war, and Daniels
has selected the best of them.

He describes the navy’s big guns
that were mounted on rallway cars
and did enormous destruction at
ranges of from twenty to twenty-five
miles along the German lines (one
shell Killed forty German soldiers and
wounded sixty at this distance); tells
of the work of tke transport force
with excellent slatistics, of what
improvements were made in our
radio service and the erection of the
great Lafayette station in France;
and gives the first complete descrip-
thon we have had of the opera-
tions of the naval base at the Azores,
repeating the thrilling tale of the
collier Orion driving away a German
seubmarine by firing her guns over
a building on a wharf, a feat that
brought to the Orion’s commander in
the Azores the fame of “having a
clgar named aftershim" as to which
Mr, Danje!s says: “And [ know ol
no more conclusive evidence of
popular favor than that.”

Civilian inventors of
end the war” furnighed occasional
notes of humor ‘n all this grave
| business, One citizen had a novel
| mine catcher, which couldn't possi-
| bly miss one, “which sees and feels
for yvou” and which he offered to the
Government for the small sum of

250,000, Anotkér one had an aute-

“ways to

matic  fleld gun “that, placed in
Washington, could be operated by
electricity from Texas,” one man

being able to “operate a thousand of
them.”  Arother suggestion was to
mobilize all the dogs in the United
States and send them to France and
“sick” them on the Germans; wtile
still another suggestion wns for mes
chanical soldiers which would only
have to be filled up with ammuni-
tion, wound up, and then started at
the German lines.

The many photographs and repro-
ductions of paintings (including an
admirable portrait of Daniels by R.
5. Meryman) add much to the high
interest of the book, and the index s
of that moch desired kind which
really “works.” The narrative ends
with that note of optimism which is
s0 characteristic of the author when

il says:

“If all the coriticisms of what-
ever kind or clharacter that have
hﬂon mads be lumped together they

\lnu]d not tilt the scales one dogrea
| bt lnneoed the mnavy's
} ac hln-\'n-m\-nw MeCORMICK.
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Pulitzer Awards.
time Booth

OR  the second
Tarkington is the winner of

the prize for the best Amer-
the year, “Alica
Adams"” repeating for 1921 the suc-
| cess of M The Magnificent Ambersons™
| in 1918. The $1,000 prige for the best
book of verse was adjudzed to Bdwin
Arley  Robinson. Bugene  O'Neill
| received the prize for the best Amer-
iean play, Ham'lin Garland the priss
for the bWest American biography,
Rollin Kirby of the World the prize
for the best cartoon and Frank M.
O'Brien of Tie New Yonk Hematp
the prize for the best editorial of the
year, entitled “The Unknown Sol-
dier,” and appearing ln Turg New
! Youk Hemrawo for November 11, 1921
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